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N etwo rI(S _ N o rthwe St Board Chair: Gary W. Fedus

January 21, 2021

Benzie County
448 Court Place
Beulah, M| 49617

RE: Weldon Township Recreation and Cultural Plan 2021-2025

Enclosed is a copy of the Weldon Township Recreation and Cultural Plan 2021-2025 which was
developed in 2020 with guidance and input from the Weldon Township Planning Commission and
with assistance from Networks Northwest. The Weldon Township Board adopted the Recreation Plan
on January 12, 2021. This plan will serve as a guide for recreation projects in the Township over the
next five years.

Please contact me at the information below with any questions about the process or documents.

Sincerely,

Mathew Cooke
Community Planner

Networks Northwest

PO Box 506

Traverse City Ml 49685-0506
231.929.5000
mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org
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CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST

By Authority of Parts 19, 703 and 716 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this
informafion is required for eligibility to apply for grants

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan.

All recreation plans are required tc meet the content and iocal approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park and Recreation Plans provided by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR). Pians must be submitted o the DNR through MiRecGrants with a completed checklist that has
been signed by an authorized official{s) of the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan. Plans may be submitted at
any time of the year, but no later than February 1 of the year the local unit of government is applying for grants.

PLAN INFORMATION

Name of Plan:
Weldon Township Recreation and Cultural Plan 2021-2025

List the community names (including school districts) that are covered
under the plan and have passed a resolution adopting the plan.

Month and year plan adopted by the

County community's governing body

Weldon Township Benzie 1/21

Y

INSTRUCTIONS: Please check gach box to certify that the listed information is included in the final plan.
B 1. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

B Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s)
<] Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart

B Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation
Programming

B Current Funding Sources

B4 Role of Volunteers

Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations
Recreation Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only:

[] Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of
Participating Communities

[ Articles of Incorporation
B 3. RECREATION INVENTORY

X Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory
B4 Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities
B Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required)
B Accessibility Assessment
(X] Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
[ Waterways Inventory (if applicable)
[J 4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL)

(X 5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
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[X] 6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

(X Description of the Method(s) Used to Solicit Public input Bef r During. Preparation of P ingfuding a
Copy of the Survey or Meeting Agenda and a Summary of theéy%%g;?gﬁgseﬁép FE‘&E,’SR?S& ad éﬂﬁra,@dﬂ %
< Copy of the Notice of the Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment

Date of the Notice ~ November 4 & 18, 2020

Type of Notice Benzie County Record Patriot

Pian Location weldontwp.org R

Duration of Draft Plan Public Review Period (Must be at Least 30 Days) 30 days

B Copy of the Notice for the Public Meeting Held after the One Month Public Review Period and Before the
Plan’'s Adoption by the Governing Body(ies)

Date of Notice December 20, 2020
Name of Newspaper Benzie County Record Patriot
Date of Meeting January 12, 2020

[ Copy of the Minutes from the Public Meeting
£ 7. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

[X] 8. ACTION PROGRAM
[<] 9. POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT(S)

APPROVAL DOCUMENTATION: For multi-jurisdictional plans, each local unit of government must pass a resolution
adopting the plan. Prepare and attach a separate page for each unit of govemment included in the plan.

B 1. Official resolution of adoption by the governing body dated:  January 12, 2021

2 Official resolution of the Weldon Township Planning Commission Commission or Board,

recommending adoption of the plan by the governing body, dated. January 4, 2021

B4 3. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated:

>4

January 21, 2021
4. Copy of letter transmitting adopted pian to Regional Planning Agency dated: January 21, 2021

NOTE: For multi-urisdictional plans, Overall Certification must include the signature of each local unit of government.
Prepare and attach a separate signature page for each unit of government included in the plan.
| hereby certify that the recreation plan for

Weldon Township

/7 includes the required content, as indicated
{Local Unit of Government) I
above and as set forth by the DNR.

7
4 GriffinWeldon Towsprp Clerd’ / ;%éé_%/
Date1726/2621

Authorized Officiat for theLocat Unit of Government

This completed checklist must be uploaded in MiRecGrants.
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Intfroduction

Weldon Township, located in the northwestern portion of Michigan’'s Lower Peninsula, is a rural, thickly forested
township scattered throughout with beautiful, high-quality lakes and rivers. One of the Townships greatest
assets is recreation, with countless year-round opportunities for activities like hiking, fishing, golf, hunting,
biking, snowmobiling, cross-country and downhill skiing, or simply enjoying nature. The seasons provide for a
wealth of outdoor activities and arts and cultural opportunities. These recreation opportunities, along with the
Township's rural character, are key elements in the area’s economy and quality of life.

Recreation activities and events bring residents and visitors together, fostering opportunities for cultural
activities, education, and civic engagement. They promote public health and wellness by encouraging
opportunities for physical activity, which is critical in staying healthy, reducing stress, fighting obesity, and
preventing chronic health conditions. Parks and trails are also safe options for non-motorized transportation -
which is especially important for those that do not own a car or cannot drive due to age, disability, or income.

Parks also act, increasingly, as economic drivers, raising property values, drawing new residents to the
community, and encouraging new development and tourism. This plan indicates that cultural activities and
pursuits in the region frequently overlap with recreational activities and pursuits. Therefore, it is in the best
interest of the residents of Weldon Township, as well as visitors from outside the Township, for the Planning
Commission to plan for both their cultural and recreational needs. Cultural facilities - such as historic sites,
museums, galleries, libraries, and event venues - also play an important role, increasing tourism and
contributing to communities’ sense of place and quality of life. Because of these important contributions,
recreation and cultural improvements and enhancements support and encourage - and in some cases, create
- new investment and economic development.

To help guide future cultural and recreation improvements and enhancements, the Weldon Township Planning
Commission initiated the development of this Recreation and Cultural Plan. The plan uses the latest update to
the Benzie County Recreation and Cultural Plan as a planning template.

Recreation and Cultural Plan Purpose and Intent

The Plans intent is to identify the Township’s recreation priorities and to offer an action plan for the recreation
goals and objectives identified by the community throughout the various planning efforts. The Plan provides a
comprehensive inventory of parks, recreational facilities, and cultural entities in Weldon Township, and makes
Weldon Township eligible for recreation grants through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
Through its recreation grants program, the DNR provides financial assistance to communities that would like to
purchase land for parks, or are planning to improve or develop recreation facilities. Weldon Township has not
been the direct recipient of DNR monies to date. To be eligible to apply for most of these grant programs, a
community must have a 5-year recreation plan, approved by the DNR that meets certain requirements. This
Recreation Plan was developed to comply with all DNR requirements for recreation plans.
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Chapter 1:
Community Description

Weldon Township is one of twelve townships located in Benzie County in Northwest Lower Michigan. The 36.6
square mile township is located in the southern portion of the County where it is bordered by Benzonia and
Homestead Townships to the north, Colfax Township to the east, Joyfield Township to the west, and Springdale
Township in Manistee County to the south. The Village of Thompsonville, located in the southeastern corner of
Weldon Township, is the focal point of commerce in the township and has a rich history, particularly in
lumbering and the railroad industry. The Village shares its border with Weldon Township to the west and Colfax
Township to the east.

Similar to the surrounding Benzie County, Weldon Township is host to a wealth of natural resources including
the Betsie River, a State-designated Natural River System and 14,280 acres of forestland, much of which is
part of the Pere Marquette State Forest. The natural resources and area’s topography have made Weldon
Township a recreation destination, providing plentiful opportunities for fishing, boating, alpine and cross-country
skiing, snowmobiling, and hiking.

The Township is also home to the Crystal Mountain Resort & Spa, a prominent attraction in the region. The
1,125-acre resort hosts a number of year-round activities and features a walkable and compact village area,
and four home site communities for resort-style living. With over 500 employees in the winter and summer,
Crystal Mountain is Benzie County's largest Employer. The resort campus is also home to the Michigan Legacy
Art Park. Located on a wooded 30-acre preserve, the park features 1.7 miles of hiking trails, over 40 sculptures,
and an outdoor amphitheater for concerts among other features.

Benzie County and Weldon Township are rich with recreation and cultural activity and potential. These
opportunities contribute to the quality of life here and attract visitors and seasonal residents.

Community Needs

A community’s recreation needs depend on the . :
age, income, and other needs of its residents. 2018 Population Estimates by Age

Age Older Aduit {65 pius} &

The age of a community’s residents is an
important  factor in determining recreation
needs: facilities should accommodate the  voung Adult (2510 44)
varying abilities and interests of residents at

different stages of life. According to the 2018  College Age (1810 24) §
American Community Survey, the median age
in Weldon Township is 41.1, which is slightly
higher than the state median age of 39.1
years. Whereas the median age in Benzie
County is 49.6, over ten years above the state 0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%
average.

Adult (45 to 64)

School Age (5t0 17) §

Preschool (0 to 4)

# Weldon Township  # Benzie County
These trends have significant impacts on
recreation needs: seniors represent an important and growing segment of the population, necessitating new
recreation facilities and features. The provision of barrier-free access is becoming an increasingly high priority.
Passive recreation opportunities, such as walking paths, are also becoming more important as the population
ages. However, almost 20% of the Township’s population is below the age of 18, s0 to focus solely on the aging
population leaves many residents’ recreation needs unmet. Ensuring that the recreation needs of youth are
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addressed can make the community more attractive to families, helping to reverse the decline in younger
populations, while alsc improving opportunities for physical activity and social development among the region’s
children and adolescents.

Community Heatth

Providing access for all residents tc safe and enjoyable recreational facilities is important in ensuring a high
guality of life and personal health. The 2018 American Community Survey {(ACS) reports that 16.9% of Weldon
Township's population has some type of disability. Disabled individuals have specific community needs relative
¢ public spaces, with significant challenges related to accessibility. Many recreation opportunities in this region
are focused on natural resources that may be difficult to access due to terrain and other environmental
features. Encouraging accessibility features in parks and recreation facilities can increase safe access for all,

Similar to the rest of the nation, state, and region, Benzie County is contending with a rise in obesity. Nearly
one-third of residents living in Benzie County are obese and another one-third are overweight (2019 County
Health Rankings, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation). Obesity is caused by many different factors, including
physical inactivity, and it is associated with many chronic conditions, including type 2 diabetes, hypertension,
heart disease and stroke, poorer mental health, and a reduced quality of life. Obesity among those in poverty is
of particular concern, as national studies show that those in poverty are more likely to experience ohesity and
related disease.

Physical activities and exercise play an important part in preventing and addressing obesity. Improving access
to parks and recreation opportunities, and incentivizing and encouraging physical activity, can promote physical
fitness and improved health outcomes.

Income

When planning for recreation, it is important to ensure that activities and amenities in the community are within
the financial means of the majority of residents. The 2018 median household income was $40,139 in Weldon
Township, compared to $56,639 in Benzie County and the state’s median income of $54,938. In Weldon
Township, 36.5% of full-time, year-round workers are earning less than $25,000. The poverty rate for Weldon
Township is 23.4% and 33.9% for people under 18. The poverty rate for the County is 9.5%; the poverty rate for
people under 18 is 12.1%.

Lower-income residents may have greater challenges in accessing recreation: parks may be less prevalent or
offer fewer amenities in low-income communities, which often have fewer public revenues that can be used to
develop and maintain recreation facilities. In addition, the costs associated with a wide variety of recreation
activities, such as biking, golfing, skiing, paddling, and even organized sports, can prevent many households or
individuals from participating.

Obesity is closely connected with lifestyle issues such as physical activity, and higher rates of obesity and
diabetes among those in poverty may reflect issues associated with recreation access and costs. While public
recreation facilities are often available at low or no cost, many individuals are priced out of recreation
opportunities like fitness programs or facilities or by the cost of equipment for participation in activities.

Seasonal Population

Benzie County’s recreation and cultural opportunities contribute to a significant seasonal population. Tourists
and seasocnal residents alike travel to the County for day trips, hotel stays, camping, or vacation homes to take
advantage of the abundant recreational opportunities and thriving arts and cultural scene. A 2014 Northwest
Michigan Seasonal Population Analysis, conducted by the Michigan State University Land Policy Institute, found
that Benzie County’s population grows by over 8,000 people during the summer months, representing 40% of
the County’s total population at that time.
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The large infiux of seasonal residents has a tremendous impact on the County’s economy, and on its recreation
needs and opportunities. Activity at and demand for recreation facilities region-wide climbs dramatically, with
boat launches, beaches, open spaces, and other outdoor facilities often experiencing large crowds. This
increased activity brings added visitor spending at the region’'s businesses, but also comes with community
costs in the form of added maintenance for trash removal, landscaping, and other activities. Transportation,
too, is impacted, as traffic volumes increase and some parking lots overflow. With limited recreation budgets
and staff in many communities, some communities struggle to plan for, budget, and address seasonal usage
patterns at local parks.

Economy

Benzie County's recreation and cultural assets are vital to its economy, employing residents, generating
tourism, capturing visitor spending, and supporting related economic activity. In addition to direct dollars in the
economy, recreation acts as one of the regions most important and recognized quality of life assets, which
draws millions of visitors annually and attracts both new residents and visitors.

For many people, access to arts and culture are at the heart of their quality of life. Even beyond the impacts to
residents’ quality of life, communities that offer arts and cultural opportunities also stand to benefit
economically and socially: from drawing more tourists to the community and building a vibrant environment that
is attractive to entrepreneurs and knowledge workers, the arts can be an important tool in a community's
economic toolbox.

Tourism & Economic impact

Benzie County's recreation and cultural scene has an enormous indirect economic impact, forming the
foundation of the County’s thriving tourist economy. Visitors who come for recreation and cultural activities
spend dollars on hotels, restaurants, and related expenses, supporting a significant number of related jobs and
additional economic activity. While data is not available to identify the indirect economic impacts of recreation
in the County, state and national studies highlight the impact of specific recreation activities and parks. The
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore alone contributed more than $130 million in total visitor spending to
the economy in Northwest Michigan. The National Park Service also provides jobs, both year-round and
seasonal, and visitor spending at the park supports a significant number of jobs locally.

Data reflecting the indirect economic impact of arts and culture in the County is also lacking, however, national
arts organizations (such as Data Arts and Americans for the Arts) indicate that for every $1 invested in arts and
culture, $51 is returned in economic development. Michigan's cuitural tourism generated $1.86-billion or
12.7% of direct tourism spending. Further statistics support the sector’s impact on education, quality of life and
community vitality.

Talent Atraction

Communities with a high quality of life and a variety of cultural and recreation opportunities for ali ages are
needed to attract an educated and skilled workforce. In today’s knowledge-based economy, the presence of a
skilled, knowiedgeable, and educated workforce is critical in attracting new business, entrepreneurial activity,
and subsequent economic growth.

A high-quality natural environment provides for a wealth of four season activities including hiking, skiing, biking,
swimming, boating, and other activities that contribute to a high quality of life. Providing opportunities for
personal enrichment and social interaction, arts and cultural activities are also important contributors to a high
quality of life.
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Chapter 2:
Administrative Structure

Weldon Township Administrative Structure:

The ultimate decision-making authority and responsibility for ail park related projects resides with the Township Board.
The Township Board is comprised of five members, including the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and two Township
Trustees. The maintenance of the parks is contracted out, as well as the township paying for trash removal. Local
volunteers have been assisting with landscaping projects.

The Planning Commission suggests improvements and items of repair and maintenance to the Township Board. The
Township is exploring the possibility of a special committee made up of volunteers to work more closely on Day Use
Park & Walking Trail responsibilities.

Weldon Township Recreation Budget
Funding for Day Use Park & Waiking Traii comes directly from the Township General Fund. Grants and donations have
largely been used to cover capital projects. The foliowing chart includes the current and projected park budget.

2020-2021: Adopted Budget 2021-2022: Projected Budget
$14.741* $2,700

*Total includes MDHHS Grant Money and Applicable Matching Funds

Collaborating Organizations

A number of organizations, public agencies, and community groups are involved with recreation activities and facilities
in the Township. The following list is some of those that have assisted with recreation opportunities in the Township:

Benzie County Road Commissign (BCRC) - Is in charge of all road-ends in the County and has made a commitment to
keep them open to the public. One BCRC member is seated on the County Parks & Recreation Commission.

Benzie County Historical Society {(BCRC}) - The non-profit seeks to educate and celebrate the Benzie County area
through exhibits at the museum and preograms held throughout the area. The Society recently helped place a historical
marker in Thompsonville to recognize its history as a busy railroad junction with a diamond-shaped railroadtrack.

Conservation Resource Alliance (CRA) - The stewardship organization has been involved in watershed management
and River Care projects focused on the Betsie River, and partners with local organizations and agencies in doing so.

Crystal Mountain Resort - Located west of Thompsonville, this four-season family resort is a major employer and an
active partner in community development ptanning and projects.

Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail - This 501(c)3 organization helps maintain the Betsie Valley Trail through fundraising
and management activities that ensure the long-term maintenance of the trail.

Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy (GTRLC) - Lands owned, protected, and/or managed by GTRLC are
enjoyed by citizens of Weldon Township for recreational use. GTRLC has helped protect land for preservation and
recreation purposes in the Township and County.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) - The state owns significant public lands used for recreation
within the Township. The MDNR also oversees the Natural Wild and Scenic River designation on the Betsie River.
The MDNR maintains a working relationship with the Township.

SEEDS - Specializing in after school programs, a youth conservation corps, and energy and environment analysis.
Local youth with the SEEDS program put in the trail and benches at the Township's Day Use Park.

Volunteers - Volunteers also play a vital role in both the development and upkeep of facilities, as well as fundraising
activities for projects.
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Chapter 3:
Recreation & Cultural Inventory

The following inventory includes a detailed description and assessment of Weldon Township’s park and a broader
inventory of recreation and cultural facilities owned by non-profit organizations, other governmental units, and
some privately owned facilities. For the Township facility, information is included relative to the accessibility of
each facility to people with disabilities, based on criteria provided in the MDNR guidelines for the Development of
Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans (MDNR, 2018). The assessments were informed
by Township representatives and other key stakeholders involved in managing the properties. The accessibility
ranking system used in this document required that each entity be compared to the 2010 ADA Standards for
Accessible Design.

ADA Ranking System

1 - None of the site elements meet accessibility guidelines.

2 - Some of the site elements meet accessibility guidelines.

3 - Most of the site elements areas meet accessibility guidelines
4 - All of the site elements meet accessibility guidelines.

5 - The facility meets the Principals of Universal Design
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Betsie River Day Use Park & Walking Trail

Park Type: Community Park

Size: 10 acres

Ownership: MDNR under lease to Weldon Township
Service Area; Weldon Township, Benzie County

Description. The Day Use Park and Walking Trail is a community asset located just outside of Thompsonville
along the Betsie River. The Park includes a handicap accessible walkway to the Betsie River with a kayak/canoe
launch site and parking for seven (7) vehicles. There are toilet facilities available. The Park is within easy bicycling
range of the Betsie Valley Trail, the Village of Thompsonvilie, and Crystal Mountain Resort. Hiking, snow shoeing,
birding, nature watching, kayaking and canoeing are activities to be enjoyed at the Park. Hunting, fishing, and
trapping are allowed in accordance with State of Michigan regulations.

The park was initially established in the early 1990’s with funding from the DNR Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund. On May 15, 2011 Weldon Township signed a 15-year renewable lease with the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources to protect and maintain the Park. In 2019 and again in 2020 additional funding was
procured by Weidon Township from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Building Healthy
Communities Grants, to enhance the recreational opportunities afforded by the Park by creating an
approximately .25 mile walking and nature observation trail. The labor for the construction of the trail was
provided by Seeds EcoCorps, in Traverse City.

The Park is an example of a floodplain forest community, with some elements of hardwood conifer swamp, shrub
thicket, and residual effects of remote disturbance by previous homesteading. Being situated adjacent to the
Betsie River and surrounded by a large area of forested undeveloped DNR property, the Park demonstrates
multiple species of flora and fauna. A resident wood turtle (Glyptenys insculpta) population has been
documented in the Park for years. There are a number of resident and migratory bird species that can be
observed throughout the year and a variety of insects, including various dragonflies and damselfiies, (odonata),
and butterfly, (iepidoptera), species. Signs of deer, bear, and other mammals are abundant. A list of plant species
observed to date is available for review at the Betsie Valley District Library in Thompsonville.

Accessibility Assessment: 4

Public and Stakeholder Input:

Results from the 2020
questionnaire indicate the township
park is the most frequently used
recreational facility. Respondents
expressed a strong interest in
expanding the existing walking trail.
Results from the 2019
guestionnaire indicate that the park
is most frequently used in the
summer, with steady use in the
spring and fall as well. Responses
were positive about maintenance of
the park.
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Weldon Township Community Garden

Park Type: Community Garden

Size: .25 acres

Ownership:  Weidon Township

Service Area: Thompsonville Area / Weldon Township

Description: A community garden that is free and open to all Thompsonville area residents on a first-come
first-serve basis. The garden is located behind the Township Hall. The garden’s purpose is to encourage families
to garden with their children and educate them on how food is grown. Fifteen plots are available including four
above-ground planters; all plots are watered twice daily. Further enhancements are planned including
development of a fairy garden and sitting area.

Accessibility Assessment: 1

Public and Stakeholder Input:

Results from the 2020 questionnaire indicate the Community garden is used among respondents, but also had
the lowest overall reported use among pubilic facilities. Discussion indicated making an effort to raise awareness
about the availability of the garden plots to area residents.

Trails

Trails are pathways that are used recreationally or for transportation by a variety of users, including bicyclists,
horseback riders, snowmobilers, or hikers. Motorized trails include those that were designed to accommodate
moatorcycles, ORVs, or snowmobiles, while hiking, biking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing
are among uses permitted on non-motorized trails. Multi-use trails are those designed to accommodate multiple
user types simultaneously, such as pedestrians and cyclists. Other trails might be designed and designated for
certain uses, such as motorcycles or snowmobiles. Understanding regional trail systems is important in
identifying opportunities for trail linkages and enhancements.



Weldon Township Recreation and Cultural Plan 8

The following are major trail systems owned and/or managed by non-Township entities in Weldon Township.

Non-Motorized Trails

Betsie Valley Trail: The Betsie Valley Trail is a 22-mile multiuse trail located along the former Ann Arbor Railroad.
The trail extends from Frankfort through Elberta and Beulah to Thompsonville all through Benzie County. The 13-
mile section from Beulah to Thompsonville is compacted aggregate and runs through pine and hardwood upland
forests and the Pere Marquette State Forest.

Betsie River Pathway: The Betsie River Pathway is a ten-mile hiking, biking, and cross-country ski trail located
next to the Betsie River, roughly six miles west of Thompsonville. and just east of the Betsie River. The trail
consists of two loops with varied terrain. The trail is owned by the Department of Natural Resources.

Motorized Trails

Platte River Snowmobile Trail: A designated snowmobile trail system, the Platte River Snowmobile Trail follows
seasonal roads, trails, and easements throughout the County. The trail is maintained and groomed with state
funds.

Betsie River Snowmobile Trail: The trail runs between Beulah and Thompsonville and contains a large loop
connecting to the Platte River Trail. The parts of the trail along the old railroad bed are the Betsie Valley Trail,
used for hiking and biking during the other seasons
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Facility

Type
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Description and Activities

Located on Wolf Road, just cutside of

Size

10

Ownership

Service
Area

1 | Betsie River Day | Community Thompsonviile. The trail is around 1/3 of a MDNR
Use Park Park third of a mile long and views of the Betsie acres
River
Pl Ri Designated snowmobile trail system County,
2 s atteb_:ve_‘!' i Trail maintained and groomed with state funds. It MDNR Region, .
nowmobile 1ral follows seasonal roads, trails, and easements. State
- Cross-country ski trail located on the east side c
. ounty,
3 Bits:; River Trail of the Betsie River in southeastern Weldon MDNR Re giotr{
athway Township.
4 | Betsie Valley Trail Trail See Benzie County Inventory
Betsie River .
5 WaterTra | WeterTrl
Benzie County Thompsonville
6 Central School Fo;::;ed Forested property. a?r(c)as Consolidated County
District Forest Schools
; Water I . N . County,
]
7 Fred's Landing ACCESS Betsie River access with primitive camping. MDNR, BCRC Region
8 . Dair Mill Fishing Water On the south side of M-115, between the 10.8 MDNR County,
: Access Access Betsie River and Dair Mill Road. acres Regicn
- ; Includes a working farm, 10,000 feet along the
2] ggmmz:x: N:::;al Betsie River, and a short nature trail. 309 acres a?:::gs GTRLC ggugg’
are in Benzie County. g
An outdoor sculpture park and amphitheater
: with close to 50 art works installed along 1.6
! Michigan Legacy miles of trails. Provides cultural, artistic, and 30 Michigan )
10 . Art Park Art Park educational services to the public, Openyear . aces | Legacy Art Park Region
round during daylight hours. Enter through
Crystal Mountain’s main entrance.
11 Weldon Township . Municipal Meeting space and township offices. Weidon T hi
Hall Building Community Garden is behind the building. Township ownship
. General aviation airport with two runways, one )
Thompsonvill . . '
12 0 Ai'r):g rtw € Airport paved and one grass strip, an administration 32?0 T Village Of.“ County
: building, pit toilets, and water. cres ompsonvitie
 Weldon Township Located on the corner of Pioneer and Pine 5 Weldon
13 | Cemete
Cemetery Y Streets. acres Township
Year-round resort with 36 holes of golf,
downhill skiing, ski lodge, restaurant and
. . lodging for 1,000+ people, indoor and outdoor
Crystal Mou Privat . ’
- 14 i Reso rtntaln F;I:?H ,; pools, tennis courts, mountain biking trails, Private
cross-country skiing trails, conference center,
summer luge run, mountain bike trails, outdoor
art park, fitness center and spa.
j5 | BeweRwer | ervats | Yooiound Ry camane ooyt oated on e
' Campground Facili rivaie
z per acility Lindy Road.
: Betsie River Private i
16 Sportsman's Ciub | Facility Includes a clubhouse. Located on Egan Road. Private
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Chapter 4:
Planning Methods & Public Input

The Recreation and Culturai Plan was developed by the Weldon Township Planning Commission with assistance
from Networks Northwest. The Plan was developed using the Systems Approach to Planning (MDNR, 2018}, a three-
part planning method that first examines the information already available; collects public input; and develops goals
and objectives based on areas of need from public input and the existing information. This is one of the
recommended planning methods by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

The 2020 Benzie County Joint Recreation and Cultural plan served as a template for this plan. Information and
feedback were collected with assistance from the Weldon Township Planning Commission; public input received
through questionnaires, stakeholder input, and a public hearing; prior planning efforts including the Weldon
Township Master Plan 2020 and the Benzie County Joint Recreation and Cultural Plan; and additional research and
analysis conducted by Networks Northwest. Data and public input were used 1o develop an effective set of goals and
objectives to reflect the needs of Weldon Township residents and visitors, while not duplicating existing facilities and
services.

Public Input

2020 Weldon Recreation and Cultural Plan Questionnaire

The Weldon Township Planning Commission released an online survey based on the questionnaire developed for the
County's 2019 joint planning process, and to further inform the development of the Township's goals, objectives,
and priority action plan. The survey was open for two weeks in October of 2020. Just over twenty surveys were
received. The following report summarizes the results and feedback received from respondents.

= Betsie River Day Use Park and Waliking Trail and State/DNR owned property are the most frequently used;
the Community Garden and school recreation facilities had the lowest reported use among public facilities

s The most important activities and facilities were walking/hiking, canoeing/kayaking, beaches, wildlife
viewing, libraries, and biking.

s A strong interest in expanding the trail at the Betsie River Day Use Park

e Aninterest in the development of pickle ball and hiking opportunities

2019 Community Recreation and Cultural Plan Questionnaire

As part of the 2020 Benzie County Recreation & Cultural Plan update, the Benzie County Parks and Recreation
Commission, along with the support of Weldon and Benzonia Townships, developed and released an online and
hard copy survey designed to help inform the development of the plan and community goals, objectives, and priority
actions. The survey was open for over two weeks in August of 2019. One hundred seventy-one (171) surveys were
received. High priority areas identified in the survey results and that are most relevant to Weldon Township include:
e Important and frequently used activities/facilities include walking/hiking, wiidlife viewing, libraries, hiking,
canoeing/kayaking and non-motorized water access.
» Astrong interest in trails. Trail suggestions focused largely on improving and paving more of the Betsie Valley
Trail, and developing trail opportunities for motorcycle use.
e The public values and uses public water access sites, and maintenance, improvement, and development of
water access is important.
» Responses specific to Weldon Township indicate an interest in improved access to the Betsie River and both
non-motorized and motorized trail development.

2019 Master Plan Public Workshop
To help guide the 2020 Weldon Township Master Plan, the Planning Commission hosted a public workshop on
January 23, 2019, where attendees were asked how they felt about their community, the activities residents would
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like to see on the vast amount of state lands, priority zoning issues, the recreational activities enjoyed by residents,

and what types of recreational improvements residents would like to see in the Township. This input was collected
on boards and shared with the attendees at the end of the meeting. The five priorities from the public workshop
were:

¢ Protect the area’s natural beauty and the Betsie River.

* Preserve the community’'s rural character.

e Leverage the outdoors for recreational opportunities and community enjoyment.

e Develop and implement reasonable blight controls.

+ Permit and encourage the development of a variety of housing options including workforce housing.

Public Comment Period

A draft of the Recreation and Cultural Plan was released for a 30-day public review period in November. Notice was
provided in the Benzie County Record Patriot issues on November 4 and 18, 2020. All comments had to be
submitted for consideration befcre, or could be heard at, the public hearing on January ~12, 2021 at the Township
Hall. Copies of the plan were available on the Township website, and hard copies were available at the Township
offices. Notices for the public hearings were posted at the Township Hall and published in the Benzie County Record
Patriot.

Public Hearing and Adoption

As part of their regular meeting on January 4, 2021, the Planning Commission approved a resolution to recommend
adoption of the plan by the Weldon Township Board. On January 12, 2021 the Township Board held a public hearing
on the plan. Following the public hearing, the Township Board approved the plan, approving it for submission to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources at their regular meeting on January 12, 2021. Please see Appendix B for
the approval documents,
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Chapter 5:
Goals, Objectives, &
Action Plan Priorities

The goals, objectives, and action program developed as part of the Weldon Township Recreation and Cultural Plan
are intended to guide future decisions about recreation in a manner that reflects the community's values and
priorities. These goals were developed based on the review of existing facilities, demographics, plans, and public
input obtained through:

e 2019 Benzie County Joint Recreation and Cultural Plan

s 2020 Weldon Township Master Plan

¢ Demographic data collection and analysis

¢ Regular meetings of the Weldon Township Planning Commission

» Public hearing conducted as part of the recreation planning process

In addition to public and stakeholder input, other local and regional plans and strategies have been reviewed to
ensure that the goals, objectives, and actions are consistent with and aligned with other local, county, and regional
initiatives.

Shared Goals

Below are common Goals shared by Benzie County, Benzonia Township, and Weldon Township. The associated
objectives and actions are identified on the following pages for Weldon Township.

1. Establish and support community structures for recreation maintenance, planning, and improvement
oversight
Maintain and improve existing parks

Provide a variety of recreation opportunities for all ages and abilities, that meet the community's existing
and future needs.

4. Develop and promote an interconnected system of motorized, non-motorized, and water trails to
enhance access to additional recreation opportunities.
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Weldon Township

Objective
Action 1.1
Action 1.2
Action 1.3

Action 1.4
Objective
Action 2.1

Action 2.2
Action 2.3

Action 2.4

Action 2.5

Action 2.6

Action 2.7

Objective
Action 3.1
Action 3.2
Action 3.3

Action 3.4

Action 3.5
Action 3.6

Objective
Action 4.1
Action 4.2

Action 4.3

Action 4.4

Maintain, improve, and expand on existing Township facilities as needed
Provide improvements to existing parks and recreation facilities as needed
Develop a fairy garden and sitting area at the Community Garden

Pursue the expansion of the state property around Betsie River Day Use Park and Walking Trail (See
trail objective actions)

Pursue partnerships and work with volunteers, community groups, and public agencies to assist with
park maintenance, planning, and development projects

Ensure a diverse range of recreation and cultural opportunities throughout the Township
Regularly identify, with public input and community planning, recreation needs and gaps
Encourage rehabilitation of historic structures for public recreational and cultural uses

Encourage the private sector to develop recreation and cultural facilities and programs that will
complement public uses

Ensure that park and recreational facilities and opportunities are available and affordable to all
residents

Collaborate with partner organizations, local schools, and public agency partners such as the Village
of Thompsonville, Benzie County, and MDNR 10 enhance the area’s access to recreation and cultural
opportunities for all population groups.

Strengthen and provide educational cutreach and activities by encouraging community based
opportunities offered by groups like the DNR, SEEDS, 4-H, Michigan Legacy Art Park, MSUE, and
other university and extracurricular programs

Explore opportunities to establish a dark sky designated areas

Increase access to all public lands and waters
Encourage the acquisition of lands on lakes, rivers, and streams
Identify potential locations for additional water access, including launches for kayaking

Support and stay informed about efforts to develop, improve, and maintain water access along the
Betsie River, and participate when possible

Support the completion of a water access assessment of the Betsie River, including the segment of
the river that flows through the Township

Continue to provide access for all by improving barrier-free features at facilities as needed

Consider and incorporate universal access features at Township facilities

Support the development and maintenance of trails
Explore and pursue opportunities to expand the trail at the Township’s Day Use Park

Coordinate with the Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail and other partners to maintain, improve, and
expand the Betsie Valley Trail and connections with the BVT

Work with Crystal Mountain Resort to develop a non-motorized pathway connecting the resort and
downtown

Explare opportunities and pursue funding to create trail connections that link parks, existing trails,
and other community, recreational, and cultural assets



Action 4.5

Action 4.6

Objective:

Action 5.1

Action 5.2

Action 5.3

Action 5.4

Objective
Action 6.1

Action 6.2

Action 6.3

Action 6.4
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Work with local and regional organizations, citizens, and business owners to enhance connectivity

between downtown Thompsonville and nearby neighborhoods, trail-heads, parks and community
amenities

Encourage the placement of bicycle racks in appropriate locations

Explore and pursue opponunities for the acquisition and development of recreational
facilities, sites, open spaces, and programs

Collaborate with public and private partners, such as the MDNR and Grand Traverse Regicnal Land
Conservancy, to fund the purchase and maintenance of recreational properties

Manage parks and recreation to protect and enhance naturai resources and environmentally
sensitive areas

Continue coordination efforts between local units of government, government agencies and
community organizations that contribute to the management and oversight of environmentally
sensitive areas.

Provide public access to special and unique areas within the community

Raise community awareness of and appreciation for recreational and cultural opportunities

Build awareness and encourage use of the Township’s Day Use Park and Community Garden by
township residents

Partner with schools, visitor's bureaus, and other organizations to promote and celebrate the natural
and cuitural resources in the Township

Partner with volunteers and other public and private entities to organize and/or promote activities
and events, such as guided hikes and educational events, that showcase parks, recreation, and
cultural facilities

Encourage healthy active lifestyles through recreation
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Q1 How often do members of your household use or visit the following
recreation facilities in Weldon Township and Benzie County?

Answered: 20

180% |
80% -
60%

40% -

20% &
P S
0%
Betsie Weldon  Betsie Betsie
River Townshi Valley  River
Day ¢ Trail Water
Use Comm... Acrcess
Park...
. Weekly (or mare) . Manthly
Less than once a year Never
WEEKLY (OR MONTHLY
MORE)
Betsie River Day Use Park & 35.00% 15.00%
Walking Trail 7 3
Weldon Township Community 21.05% 10.53%
Garren 4 2
Betsie Valley Trail 21.05% 15.79%
4 3
Betsie River Water Access 21.05% 10.53%
4 2
City, Village, or Township Parks 0.00% 15.00%
0 3
Conservancy Nature Preserves 5.00% 25.00%
1 5
BNR/State Land 30.00% 15.00%
6 3
National Park/Federal Land 10.00% 15.00%
2 3
Public school recreation 5.00% 0.00%

facilities 1 0

City,
Village

Town...

Skipped: O

i 1to 3 times per year

iTO3
TIMES PER YEAR

35.00%
7

0.00%
0

36.84%

7

36.84%
7

35.00%

7

40.00%
8

35.00%
7

55.00%
11

20.00%
4

1/7

Conserv DNR/Sta Nationa Public

ancy te L school
,ar Nature  Land Park/Fe recreat

Pres... dera... jon...

LESS THAN ONCE
A YEAR

5.00%

15.79%
3

25.00%
5

10.00%
2

10.00%
2

5.00%
1

25.00%

5

NEVER

10.00%
2

63.16%

12

4

15.79%

3

25.00%
2

20.00%

4

10.00%
2

15.00%

3
50.00%

10

TOTAL

20
19
19
29
20
. 20
20

20
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Q2 How important are the following activities and facilities to you or
members of your household?

Answered: 20 Skinped: O

Basketbal %

Beaches

Biking (road
trail, mount.

Education

Cross-Countryl

Disc golf |

Dog Parks

Downhill

Fishing

Fitness o4
weight training

217
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Indoor sportd
comples

Non-Motorized]
Water Access

ORV/ATV

F’hotsgraph

Picnicking

Piaygrounds

Sailing §

Shooting
Sports

Skateboardin ]

Soccer 159

Swimming
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TR

Tennis

Visual and
Performing A.. ]

Volleybal

Walking/ Hiking Il
Wellness/Ther3

¥

witdtife 38
viewing

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90% 100%

Not important B No Opinion

. Very Important . Somewhat Important

DATE
10/19/2020 1:52 PM

# OTHER {PLEASE SPECIFY)
Trapping be allowed

a/7
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Q3 Are there any improvements you would like to see at the Township's
Day Use Park & Walking Trail?

Answered: & Skipped. 12

RESPONSES DATE

More park property to explore 10/29/2020 11:55 AM

More direét écéess to the river. Extended trail! 10/29/2020 11:21 AM

More awareness that the park exists. . 10/20?2020 10:04 AM

. opini.on o O o . . L0/20/2020 500 AN
| Tr:;.ti.t“ “m.ade. .i.oﬁgér - . 10/15/2020 9:08 AM

Betier jdb at it béiﬁg takingcare I5f M.o.re a.c.c.es.é. ié i.on{;;.ér tréil More .seasihg fo.;r viewing river 10/13/2020 9:35 PM

and wildlife

Maybe a Ioﬁger .tfaif. Idéﬁtiﬁééﬁbﬁ tags fbl.r‘wi‘idflu\;'ver&; a;rx.d. tfées. | o 1.0:.'91'2{.)26”5.:.04.PM

Expand.tra” : R S . {0/o/2030 4:37 P

5/7
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Q4 What specific types of recreational and/or cultural facilities, activities,
programs, or services would you like to see developed or expanded upon

in Weldon Township

Answered: 10 Skipped: 10

RESPONSES

Pm not sure because | don't know enough about what is offered

Team up with focal or regional organizations for programming or at least promote their
programs to township residents

pickelball

P.ic.klé.ba.llftéﬁ.r.ﬁ.s. -.éo.r.né.w.i;léré to éccess other players when in area
Nd Dpinion. ”
Tennis and pickle bat

Moré trails for al.l. .réc.rea.t.ioﬁ.al. actiﬁities

Kayaking

Nature Day Camps for kids Sports leagues for kids

Hiking club

6/7

DATE
10/29/2020 11:55 AM
10/29/2020 11:21 AM

10/26/2020 2:22 PM
10/20/2020 5:18 PM

10/20/2020 9:00 AM

10/19/2020 11:17 PM

10/13/2020 9:35 PM

10/13/2020 6:39 PM

10/9/2020 5:04 PM
10/9/2020 4:37 PM
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Q5 Please share any additional thoughts you have on recreation and
cultural opportunities in Weldon Township

Answered: 2 Skipped: 18

RESPONSES DATE
Really appreciate the upgrades to Day Use Park. Let's keep going! 10/29/2020 11:21 AM

No expectations! The blight condition of the residential properties in the city of Thompsonville 10/20/2020 9:00 AM
is shametul, embarrassing, an unabashedly says “The city father's have no power or no pride”

in the town..... s0 why invest money on recreation when clearly that is NOT HIGH on the

PRIORITY SCALE for the THOMPSONVILLE residents, slumlords, or City Father's,

7717
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Benzie

Jessica McHugh, being duly sworn, deposes and says that
she is one of the editors, publishers, representatives of the
Benzie County Record Patriot, a hewspaper published and
circulated in said County of Benzie, and the annexed
notice was duly printed and published in the said
newspaper on the following dates:

November 04, 2020, November 18, 2020

Mo

Jes&ica%cHugh °

Subscribed 1o and sworn 1o me this 18th day of November
2020.

(i /EZ%\U*-*

Notary Public: Christina Sqéﬁc%s

State of Michigan, County of Benzie

My Commission Expires: February 07, 2022
(Acting in the county of Benzie)

WELDON TOWNSHIP
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Recreation Plan

Public Review

The draft Recreation and Cultural Pian for Weldon Township is available for
public review and comment beginning November 5, 2020. A copy of the
plan will be available online at weldontwp.org. Please submit all comments
to Networks Northwest at mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org of to the
Township offices by December 5, 2020.

Nov. 4, 18, 2020
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WELDON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF
WELDON TOWNSHIP RECREATION AND CULTURAL PLAN

Resolution Number: 2021-0104

The following resolution was offered by Carrie Aldrich
and seconded by Chris__Bobek

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has undertaken a 5-Year Recreation Ptan which describes the
physical features, existing recreation facilities, and goals and actions for improving and
maintaining recreational facilities during the five year period covering 2021 through 2025; and,

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has developed the Plan in accordance with the most recent
guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources; and,

WHEREAS, input was received through meetings, a survey, a 30-day public review period, and
a public hearing to be held on the January 12, 2021 to obtain input on recreation needs and
opportunities, and all other aspects of the recreation plan; and,

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has developed the plan for the benefit of the entire community to
assist in meeting the recreation needs of the entire community.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Weldon Township Planning Commission
recommends to the Township Board adoption of the Weidon Township Recreation and Cultural
Plan.

AYES: 7

NAYS:D

] %Q@’@.QM , Secretary of the Weldon Township Planning Commission, do hereby

certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution that was adopted by the
Weldon Township Planning Commission at the meeting held on the 4% day of January, 2021.
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Benzie

Jessica MciHugh, being duly sworn, deposes and says that
she is one of the editors, publishers, representatives of the
Benzie County Record Patriot, a newspaper published and
circulated in said County of Benzie, and the annexed
nofice was duly printed and published in the said
newspapaer on the following dates:

December 30, 2020

Jt—.&sic;}ﬁcHugh >

Subscribed to and sworn to me this 30th day of December
2020.

any’e

Nolary Public: Christina Sijires

State of Michigan, County of Benzie

My Commission Expires: February 07, 2022
{Acting in the county of Benzie)

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Weldon Township
Recreation

and Cultural Plan

Pubiic Hearing

January 12, 2020, 5:00 p.m.
Weldon Township Hall
14731 Thompson Avenue
Thompsonville, Ml 49683

Notice is hereby given that the Weldon Township Board has scheduled a
public hearing for the Weldon Yownship Recreation and Cultural Plan on
January 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. Due to Michigan Departrnent of Health and
Human Servicas ordars, the meeting will take place virtually utitizing Zoom.
The purpose of this hearing is to take public comment on the 2021-2025
Weldon Towniship Recreation and Cultural Plan. A copy of the plan is
available for review online at weldontwp.org. Please use the following link
and password to access the meeting: https:/zoom. us/jf31290069379
Password: 807180

Dec. 30, 2020
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WELDON TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
Weldon Recreational and Cultural Plan
JANUARY 12, 2021, 6:01PM

{zoom)

The Supervisor, Ron Hitesman, call the Public Hearing to order at 6:01PM.

Attendance was taken. R. Hitesman, Supervisor, F. Griffin, Clerk, 5. Meredith, Trustee, all in attendance.
S. Bobek, Treasurer and Scott Williams, Trustee, were absent.

GUESTS: Becky Sharp, Mathew Cooke, Charles Kraus, Craig Meredith

R. Hitesman turned the hearing over to C. Kraus, Planning Commission Chair. He in turn turned it over to
Mathew Cocke, Networks Northwest. Mathew gave an overview of what has been happening to this
point with the Weldon Township Recreational and Cultural Plan. This is a 5-year Plan from 2021 thru
2025. At the Planning Commission, they passed a resolution to recommend to the Weldon Township
Board to pass a Resolution to adopt the Weldon Township Recreational and Cultural Plan.

The public was asked if anyone had any questions. The Plan was previously put on the Website for
comments. There was one negative comment. Discussion.

Waited for input. No public comments by ZOOM.
R. Hitesman, Supervisor, made the motion to close the Public Hearing, F Griffin seconded. All ayes.

Public Hearing adjourned at 6:22PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Fran Griffin %/ -

Weldon Township Clerk
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WELDON TOWNSHIP BOARD

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION
WELDON TOWNSHIP RECREATION AND CULTURAL PLAN

Resolution: 2021-0112

The following resolution was offered by o }&/‘6’5/?7 7
and seconded by _Sc o7 v/ .

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has undertaken a 5-Year Recreation Plan which describes the
physical features, existing recreation facilities, and goals and actions for improving and
maintaining recreational facilities during the five year period covering 2021 through 2025; and,

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has developed the Plan in accordance with the most recent
guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources; and,

WHEREAS, input was received through meetings, a survey, a 30-day public review period, and
a public hearing held on the January 12, 2021 to obtain input on recreation needs and
opportunities, and all other aspects of the recreation plan; and,

WHEREAS, Weldon Township has developed the plan for the benefit of the entire community to
assist in meeting the recreation needs of the entire community,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Weldon Township Board hereby adopts the Weldon

Township Recreation and Cultural Plan as a guideline for improving recreation for the residents
of the Township.

AYES: 5
Nays: &

I, Fran ‘Grifﬁn, Township Clerk, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a
resolution that was adopted by the Weldon Township Board at the meeting held on the 12" day

of January 2021.




